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August 15, 2016 
 

Dear parents, alumnae, faculty, staff, and friends: 
 

Welcome to the 2016-2017 school year! 
 

This year we continue to reach new heights at Archbishop Chapelle High 
School, specifically spiritually and academically. We are setting the tone for the 
entire year as one that incorporates Catholicism into every facet of school life, 
especially in the classroom. In terms of academics, we will continue to strive 
toward excellence with the implementation of dynamic new programs that aim 
to increase our academic rigor and raise test scores. 
 

I am thrilled to welcome Mr. Stephen Hunyadi as our new Assistant Principal 
and Mrs. Katherine Robinson as our new Dean of Students. Mr. Hunyadi 
comes to us with a wealth of knowledge in the areas of curriculum and 
professional development. In addition, Mrs. Robinson brings exciting ideas in 
the areas of student affairs and discipline to Chapelle. 
 

RIGOROUS ACADEMICS 
 

We are also pleased to have Mrs. Erin Sloan ’93 onboard as our new Director 
of Studies who, together with the Assistant Principal, has developed a 
rigorously enhanced curriculum for the 2016-2017 school year. Chapelle now 
offers increased Advanced Placement and Dual Enrollment courses that will 
enable students to obtain additional college credit while in high school. We 
have also added exciting new electives such as Holocaust Studies, Law Studies, 
and TV Production. In addition to Honors, AP, and DE courses, Chapelle’s 
Gifted and Talented Program is another challenging option for students to 
express their creativity and further explore their unique interests. 
 

Gifted and Talented students design and execute 
a multi-step project that can span several years 
before being completed. This past spring, 
students presented their creative projects to 
administrators, teachers, and parents. The 
projects included a comic series illustrating life’s 
teachable moments, an original superhero 
graphic novel, and twelve watercolor paintings 
depicting skylines from around the world.	  

 

 Letter from the Principal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2016 Valedictorians 

 

Linsey St. Pierre, Taylor Sparacello, 
Emily Kennedy 

 
Class of 2016 Graduation at  

the Saenger Theatre 
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CONGRATULATIONS, CLASS OF 2016! 
 

The Class of 2016 was awarded over $8 million in college scholarships to 
prestigious local universities and institutes around the country. Co-
Valedictorian Linsey St. Pierre was awarded the Dean’s Honor Scholarship to 
attend Tulane University and will be studying neuroscience. Co-Valedictorian 
Taylor Sparacello is attending the Georgia Institute of Technology to study 
biomedical engineering, and Co-Valedictorian Emily Kennedy is attending 
Louisiana State University to study chemical engineering. 
 

Class of 2016 graduates are attending the Georgia Institute of Technology, 
Louisiana State University, Louisiana Tech University, Loyola University 
New Orleans, Nicholls State University, Northwestern State University, Sam 
Houston State University, Savannah College of Art and Design, Southeastern 
University, Tulane University, University of Holy Cross, University of 
Southern California, University of Southern Mississippi, University of New 
Orleans, and Xavier University. Eight seniors graduated summa cum laude 
this year, along with twelve magna cum laude and sixty-one cum laude. 
 

CHAPELLE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
 

Archbishop Chapelle’s esteemed scholarship 
program offers full tuition scholarships to students 
in the community in the 99th percentile, $4,000 
per year to students in the 97-98th percentile, and 
$3,000 per year to students in the 95-96th 
percentile. This year we awarded scholarships to 
students from St. Ann, St. Clement of Rome, St. 
Mary Magdalen, St. Philip Neri, and St. Rita. 
Scholarship recipients along with their families 
and grammar school principals joined the Chapelle Administration for a 
Scholarship Dinner on April 28. We are so proud of our scholarship winners, 
and thank their families and grammar schools for their guidance and support. 
 

We have a truly impressive incoming Eighth Grade class for the 2016-2017 
school year. Our Counseling Department is offering an exciting new 
mentorship program this year for our new students. In the CHIPS program, 
new students have the opportunity to partner with juniors and seniors to ease 
their transition to high school. We want all of our students to feel welcomed 
into the supportive Chapelle family so they truly enjoy their high school years. 

Literary Rally Finalists 
 

Chapelle students were finalists in 
the Greater New Orleans District 
Rally on March 5 in the following 
subjects: Advanced Math Pre 
Calculus, English I, English II, 
English IV, Environmental Science, 
Fine Arts Survey, French I, 
Geometry, Journalism, Physical 
Science, Psychology, and Sociology. 
 

Faculty Spotlight 
 

English Teacher 
Christina Taix was 
selected as a finalist 
in Nola Baby & 
Family Magazine's 
2016 Teacher of the 
Year contest! 
Mrs. Taix has 

taught Dynamics of Effective Study, 
8th Grade Reading, 8th Grade 
English, English I, English III, 
English V, Newspaper, and 
Yearbook at Chapelle. Mrs. Taix is 
passionate about finding new ways 
to engage her students, remarking: 
“If we stand still, we cannot take the 
students where they need to go; 
education is constantly in motion.” 

2015-2016 Students of the Year 
 

Congratulations to Sarah Grosse and Linsey St. Pierre for being named the 8th and 12th Grade Outstanding Students of the 
Year for 2015-2016! The Students of the Year Awards Program is designed to recognize outstanding elementary, middle, and 
high school students. This program, patterned after the Teacher of the Year Awards Program, is an excellent opportunity to 
honor those students who have demonstrated excellent academic achievement, leadership ability, and citizenship. The 
Students of the Year Awards Program is sponsored by the Louisiana State Superintendent, the State Department of Education, 

and the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education. 
 

Sarah Grosse was also named the 2015-2016 Archdiocesan 
Eighth Grade Student of the Year for her exceptional 
academic record, leadership, and service involvement. Sarah 
spoke about her academic goals and her love of Chapelle with 
Superintendent of Catholic Schools Dr. Jan Lancaster for the 
“Our Schools, Our Future” program that aired this past 
March. At Chapelle, Sarah is involved in CARE, Chorale, 
CIA, Impressions, National Junior Honor Society, the 
Rummel-Chapelle Band, and Women of Christ. 



STEM CENTER REVEAL 
 

We are thrilled to announce the exciting reveal of Chapelle’s new STEM 
Center! The STEM Center is a wing on the second floor of the renovated 
main building that includes three large flex labs equipped with the latest 
technology for students to utilize starting this fall. The labs are each double 
the size of regular classrooms and are multipurpose with mobile lab stations 
that allow students to move freely for group work. The STEM Center is 
equipped with new cabinets, gas/electric, lighting, sinks, workstations, and 
laboratory equipment necessary to provide the optimal learning environment. 

The STEM Center provides increased workspace and enables collaborative 
learning across many subjects. Teacher stations can perform any number of 
demonstrations that students can follow as they complete experiments and 
track/analyze data on new individualized Google Chromebooks. Every 
science class at Chapelle will complete more labs, and we are offering a new 
Biology Dual Enrollment course to better prepare students for college and to 
encourage greater interest and involvement in STEM. 
 

Chapelle currently offers STEM courses in: Anatomy & Physiology, Biology, 
Biology Dual Enrollment, Chemistry, Chemistry Dual Enrollment, Computer 
Science, Environmental Science, Physical Science, Physics, Pre Calculus & 
Calculus, Probability & Statistics, Robotics Engineering, and Web Design. 
 

Chapelle’s new STEM Center reflects our intention to prepare and inspire 
students for successful careers in science, technology, and engineering. This 
STEM initiative is founded on the principle of interdisciplinary learning that is 
a hallmark of Chapelle’s rigorous academic program. Archbishop Chapelle 
High School provides its students with a competitive, well-rounded education 
grounded in faith that prepares them to excel in our technology-driven world.	  

Alumnae in Engineering: 
Emily Boudreaux ’09  

 

After graduating 
from Chapelle, 
Emily earned her 
B.S. in Mechanical 
Engineering from 
UNO and began 
working for Empire 
Pipeline as an 
intern. She has since 

been hired and quickly promoted to 
a leadership role where she works to 
ensure safe crude oil transport. 
 

Rising Senior Attends 
Notre Dame Vision Conference 

 

Teresa LaCour received the 
Emerging Leader Scholarship to 
attend the 2016 Vision Conference at 
the University of Notre Dame. 
College student mentors led high 
schoolers in an exploration of God's 
call and all the ways we can respond 
with our unique gifts. The week had 
incredible speakers who spoke about 
accepting and showing God’s mercy. 

Teaching and Celebrating the Arts 
 

Chapelle’s Band and Choir programs shape students into amazing musicians who showcase their talents to the community. 
On January 24, Archbishop Chapelle and Archbishop Rummel Honor Band members performed at the District VI Honor 
Band Concert at Tulane University. On April 19, the entire student body enjoyed hearing our Chorale and Choir Spring 
Concert. Several talented solo vocalists performed, and senior members finished with a special farewell song. We are 
fortunate to have Dr. Nicholas Compagno direct our music program and encourage students to develop their creative talents. 



GO GREEN! 
 

Chapelle’s Athletic Program is producing star athletes who win local and 
state titles and college scholarships. We are pleased to welcome Mr. Dale 
LaCour as our new Athletic Director with his wife, Mrs. Tammy LaCour, 
as our new Assistant Volleyball Coach. Dale spent the past nine years as 
Head Softball Coach at De La Salle and has won 109 games, four district 
championships, and eleven All-Metro Team selections throughout his 
coaching career. Tammy was a 1991 All-State volleyball player at St. 
Mary’s Dominican and a 1995 Academic All-SEC player at LSU, and has 
been coaching club and high school volleyball for more than twenty years. 
 

We are very proud to have two seniors who signed with colleges this past 
year: Kaylin Groce with Baton Rouge Community College to play softball 
and Kayla Jones with Sam Houston State University to play volleyball. 

Our volleyball team had a great season this past year, finishing second in 
the district with a record of 23-17. The team reached the semi-finals of the 
state tournament and had a quarter-final win over St. Joe’s. Our junior 
varsity basketball team completed the season with a 6-6 record while 
varsity finished with a 17-6 record. In soccer, Seniors Linsey St. Pierre 
and Brooke Nicolini were selected to the First Team All-District and 
Junior Paola Tejeda and 8th Grader Bailey Gossett made the Second 
Team All-District. Linsey St. Pierre was also named Offensive MVP. 
 

Furthermore, Chapelle’s golf team won its fourth consecutive district 
crown by defeating Mount Carmel by 23 shots and Dominican by 22. The 
team also placed third at the Metro Tournament. Senior Caitlin Bernard 
finished fourth overall at Regionals and eleventh overall at the State 
Championship Tournament. Our cross country/track, softball, swimming, 
and tennis teams also had notable seasons with great team effort. 
Congratulations to all of our athletes for their hard work and dedication!	  

Renowned Fine Arts Program 
 

Chapelle art 
students were 
featured in the 
Longue Vue House 
and Gardens 
exhibit and the Art 
in Bloom exhibition 
at the New Orleans 
Museum of Art. 
The theme this year 
was "Artful 

Entertaining," which our students 
interpreted by painting artwork by New 
Orleans artists on table settings. 

Sophomore Lauren Timphony was 
named a finalist in the Rau for Art 

Scholarship 
Competition. 
Lauren’s “Bolting 
Steeds” piece was 
one of ten finalists 
selected in the 
contest this year. 

Chapelle Cheer and Dance 
 

Chapelle cheerleaders and dancers are winning awards and showcasing their Chipmunk Spunk! The Chapellettes have grown 
to thirty-six members (the largest team in thirteen years) and received superior ratings at every competition they attended in 
the past two years. Our Cheerleaders were awarded two superior ribbons and an excellent ribbon at the UCA Cheer Camp, 
and the Hi-Steppers won Most Admired High School and Camp Champs at the American All-Star Dance Camp. Chapelle’s 
first Cheer & Dance Camp on May 14 was an incredible success. Girls in Pre-K through 6th Grade learned routines from our 
Chapellettes, Cheerleaders, and Hi-Steppers. The highlight was a superb final performance for campers’ families and friends. 

Cassie Ohlmeyer, 
Alyssa Schiaffino, 
and Paige Verdin 
were winners in the 
“Keep Christ in 
Christmas” art and 
writing contest. 



OUR FAITH, OUR FUTURE 
 

Archbishop Chapelle emphasizes teaching Catholic faith alongside strong 
academics to ensure our students develop both their spirits and minds. In 
addition to holding monthly Mass for the entire school, we offer Tuesday 
and Thursday Mass with Father Christian DeLerno, our school chaplain, 
who is on campus two full days a week. Deacon Drea Capaci also holds 
Eucharistic prayer services on Wednesdays and assists Father DeLerno at 
Masses for our student body that are open to families and friends. 
 

Chapelle’s annual Matthew 25 Mass recognizes students for their 
exceptional service and raises the consciousness of all of us to strive to 
make service a way of life. This past year, we honored sixty-seven students 
who completed over 100 service hours. Five students who completed over 
250 service hours were classified as Presidential Volunteer Service Award 
recipients and received a certificate, pin, service medallion, and a letter 
from Washington, D.C. The 2016 Century Plus Award was awarded to 
Senior Alexandra Workman who completed over 100 service hours during 
each of her five years at Chapelle. Our students often go above and beyond 
their required service hours to graduate, demonstrating the values of faith, 
community, and service to others that are integral to life here at Chapelle. 
 

This past spring, Senior Amelia Ledet 
was featured in the Clarion Herald 
for her amazing life story about 
overcoming incredible odds. A 
magna cum laude student, 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion, and senior cheerleading 
captain, Amelia is an inspiring and 
selfless young lady who is also a reminder of the power of prayer and love. 
Amelia is attending LSU this fall and plans to major in biochemistry. 
 

Two wonderful campus ministry events we hold during the year are the 
Living Rosary and the Living Way of the Cross, which are performed in 
conjunction with Archbishop Rummel. This year’s Living Way of the 
Cross performance was a moving, reverent reenactment of the Stations of 
the Cross by Extraordinary Minister students. All of the religion classes, 
programs, and activities at Chapelle require students to put their faith into 
action. We strive to empower our students to recognize and appreciate the 
depth of fulfillment realized by serving others through our Catholic faith. 

Chapelle Students Win Archdiocese and Community Awards 
 

Congratulations to Seniors Katherine Rose and Shelby Burkholder for winning St. Timothy Awards, and to Senior Hannah 
Lovrovich for winning the Outstanding Youth Award. The CYO/Youth and Youth Adult Ministry Office conferred these 
awards to select teenagers who have exemplified Christian service, Catholic leadership, and good moral standards in their 
parish ministry, school, and community. Additionally, Freshman Olivia Bourgeois was named Altar Server of the Year for 

2015-2016. The Serra Club of New Orleans honors the 
Outstanding Altar Server in each parish of the 
Archdiocese of New Orleans. St. Philip Neri chose 
Olivia as Altar Server of the Year for its parish. 
 

Congratulations to Senior Gabriella Velazquez for 
winning the 2016 Metairie Woman’s Club Scholarship! 
This $2,500 college scholarship is awarded to a high 
school student who demonstrates academic excellence, 
community service, and school participation. Gabriella 
is attending LSU this fall and plans to study Pharmacy. 

Outstanding Catholic Students 

Senior Emily Kennedy 
Junior Ashley Livaccari 

Sophomore Allison Southworth 
Freshman Sarah Lastrapes 

Eighth Grader Lauren Nash 
 

Extraordinary Ministers with 
Archbishop Aymond 



MOVING FORWARD 
 

We look forward to a fantastic 2016-2017 school year at Archbishop 
Chapelle High School that honors our longstanding traditions and creates 
new ones. Education is always changing, and we are always conscious of 
preparing our students to adapt in an ever-changing world, to strengthen 
their faith, and to give back to their community. 
 
It is truly our Chapelle family that makes this school so special. Our past 
and present students, faculty, staff, parents, grandparents, alumnae, 
friends, neighbors, and benefactors together ensure the success and 
longevity of Archbishop Chapelle High School. 
 

We are incredibly thankful for the generosity of our parents, alumnae, 
and donors who partner with us in our mission to provide an exceptional 
spiritual, academic, and social education for our students. The 2015-2016 
Chapelle Fund Drive raised a total of $152,000, our Emerald Gala this 
past March brought in a profit of $105,000, and our Golf Tournament 
last November raised $16,000. Your donations directly benefit current 
and future Chipmunks by enabling us to continue to provide the best high 
school experience for young women in greater New Orleans. 
 
We are so proud of our students and cannot wait to watch them grow, 
thrive, and change the world. Chapelle women excel! 
 
Remembering Deus Providebit, 
 

 
 

 
Leila Benoit 
Principal 
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Serving Others 
 

Chapelle students consistently give back to 
the community through service projects, 
food drives, and volunteering to help 
others in need. In 2015-2016 our students 
completed over 26,613 service hours and 
donated a record-breaking 10,000 items to 
Second Harvest Food Bank. 
 

Sophomores Rebecca 
LaCour, Sydne Lally, 
Hailey Mereline, and 
Hannah Volpi 
participated in the 1st 
Annual Jett's Runway 
Flying High with Autism 
Beach Volleyball 
Tournament at Coconut 

Beach on June 18. Team Chapelle won the 
A division of the tournament. All proceeds 
from the Flying High for Autism 
tournament go directly to families in need. 
 

Giving Back 
 

Thank you to all of our donors and to our 
2015-2016 Deus Providebit Award 
recipients, Mr. Carl and Millie McNamara 
Moore ’68, and our 2016 Alumna of the 
Year, Dr. Cherie Drez Bragg ’86. Your 
generosity helps enable future generations 
of Chipmunks to achieve their dreams! 



	  

Important Dates for the 2016-2017 School Year: 
 

Monday, Aug. 15, 2016        Saturday, Oct. 8, 2016    Saturday, March 18, 2017 
First Day All Students         Denim & Diamonds Draw Down Raffle 7:30pm Emerald Gala 7:30pm 
 

Monday, Aug. 15, 2016              Wednesday, Oct. 19, 2016                Thursday, March 30, 2017 
STEM Center Reveal 4-6pm        Loyal to Green & White Night 6:30-8:30pm  Father/Daughter Dance 
 

Wednesday, Aug. 17, 2016        Thursday, Oct. 20, 2016            Tues. – Thurs. April 11-13, 2017 
8th Grade Induction Liturgy 7:30pm       Living Rosary     Living Way of the Cross 
 

Friday, Aug. 19, 2016              Tuesday, Oct. 25, 2016    Saturday, April 22, 2017 
Senior Ring Mass 7:30pm        Kendra Scott Night 5:30-8:30pm    Junior Prom 8pm 
 

Monday, Aug. 22, 2016        Thursday, Nov. 10, 2016                    Tuesday, April 25, 2017 
Back-to-School Night 6:30pm        Open House 6pm     Founder’s Day 
 

Tuesday, Sep. 6, 2016              Friday, Nov. 18, 2016                       Thursday, April 27, 2017 
Champion Chip Breakfast             Cocktails in the Courtyard 6:30-9:30pm               Alumnae Inductions 
 

Saturday, Sep. 10, 2016        Saturday, Dec. 3 2016                    Saturday, April 29, 2017 
Girls Night Out Slumber Party 7pm       Breakfast with Santa 9-11am    Senior Prom 9pm 
 

Wednesday, Sep. 14, 2016        Saturday Jan. 21, 2017    Monday, May 15, 2017 
Safe Environment Training 6:30-8pm       Academic Olympics     Senior Awards Night 6:30-8:30pm 
 

Tuesday, Sep. 20, 2016         Saturday, Feb. 4, 2017    Thursday, May 18, 2017 
Deus Providebit Liturgy/Legacy Day       Mother/Daughter Lunch & Style Show 11am-2pm Baccalaureate Mass 9-11am 
 

Saturday, Sep. 24, 2016                    Fri. – Sat. March 17-18, 2017   Friday, May 19, 2017 
Craft Fair          St. Joseph’s Altar     Graduation 7:30pm 

Archbishop Chapelle High School 
8800 Veterans Memorial Blvd. 
Metairie, Louisiana 70003 
504.467.3105 (tel) 
504.466.3191 (fax) 

Be a part of the online Chapelle family and stay up to date on the latest news! 
 
www.archbishopchapelle.org                            www.facebook.com/chapelle.chipmunks.1          

 www.twitter.com/ACHSChipmunks                 www.instagram.com/chapellechipmunks             


